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Picture Perfect

® ESCAPE FROM REALITY IN ROSEMARY BEACH, A NEW URBANIST TOWN IN THE PANHANDLE.

il ow we're going o play it our way” Ken Gifford
| \ | sayk. Instead of rolling the palling ncross the even
liwn of the Western Green, he bowls 1t down an
..1.|'||.l|'l|'l.1| '.J.'.l"'.".\'.\j.' |.|'||.' hlll'.l” |‘|'.||| I'I'.II'l\'h. HH.ii"HI i |||:.|.||u'r afil
alows to a hali
This is "extreme bocee! o version of the Itallan lawn-bowling
game; invented by the residents of Rosemary Beach, Gifford,
vipe prqﬂ,ulvur and managing directar of Rogemairy Beach
Coftage Reital Company, |r|'|:|||!,:||:|,1 hig owin bocee ot for our
game today, Over "grevhounds” (vodka and grapefruit julce)
and “Bloodhounds” (vodka, grapefruit juice and blood orange
juice), wie take turns rolling our bocee balls, seeing which team
can get thalrs closer io the taiget O the hare sutliee of the
pavers, there's no telling how far a palline will travel, or where
it will wind up.
As the sun sets in the distance, casting o rosy glow over the

|mwr.l:-1':.' white bench below, a YOLng |".|.||||||I,J & |.|:|'.-'|'||].{I i wheel-

barrow race on the lawn, while a middle-aged couple rides by on
a tandem bicyele, They wave in greeting to Ken and wife Linda,
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Down Main Street, nearby, gas-Tueled lanterns gently llu
minate Freneh-Colonlal |:||||:|I.|||ﬂ_\
o street level and residential units above
clements  like arches, wrooght
iron rallings and Bahamian shut
ters, All the structures here and
I:|'|:|'|||JH|||::||1I town share & vague-
Iy similar style and the same
natural-hued color palette, yot TO HOME
no two are alike,

This social and aeathetic har-
maony is the ethos of Rosemary
Beach, an oceanfront Panhandle |
town between Destin and Panamn
ity This Traditional Nl'iHhhnl- |
hood Development (THID) was
entablished in 1995 and construct
ed in the Mew Urbanism style, which hearkens back to pre-
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CONSISTENCY AND

BEAUTY OF THIS
COMMUNITY INSPIRES
A SENSE OF COMFORT
AND TRANQUILITY.
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Q if you go
Rosemary Beach Collage
Renial Company .
168 5. Barralt Squars, BEE/BEE-1661,
rosomarybeach.com

Bambes Beach & Bicyele
Company
B0 N. Barrett Square, BE0/231-0770

Baa Daly Baaceh Servicoe
Balow the Waeatarn Graan,
B77/207-0460

Bine Shy Kayak Tours
89 Lakaside Criva, Freapart,
BB0/368-3165

Calé J0-A
3889 E, Sconic 30-4, Saagrove Baach,
BEO/231-2166

town planning. Branching
out from a town center,
the 107-ncre community
encournges walking and
Biking via plentiful path-

WilyE and dense construce

tion, Vehicular traflic s

dizscournged by minimal parking. Native vegetation s lush and
abundant, creeping up the sides of homes and framing public

green spaces, All hoimes conform to a design standard, as de-

fined and regulated by the community aesthetic director,
Although it still o work in progress (with ongoing construction

in select pockets), Rosemary
Biench is near completion, and
the planners’ strlet adhernee
to Mew Urbanist guidelines is
evident everywhere: From block
to block and home to home, the
conslstency and beauty of this
community Insplres o sense of
comilort and teanguility,

Much of the credit for this
urbain achievement is due to
Its sister community, Senside,
about & miles east, Founded in
1982 by the same town plan-
ners as Rosemary Beach, An-
dres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk of Miami, Seaside was
the first of about 600 Mew Urbanlst communities natlonwide,
In faet, the community is so ldyllie—with s white-picket fenc-
es and Amerleana design siyle—that it served as the backdrop
for the flm "The Truman Show! in which the main charncter,
played by Jim Carrey, discovers that his perfect life Is actually a
television show,

O Rosemary Beach’s nearly 600 residential unita—which in-
clude houses, townhomes and condominiums—aboul 200 are
available for rent. The Rosemary Beach Cottage Bental Agency
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acts as linison belween renters and ownors,

This artangement provides the convenience

- of checking into a hotel, while the accammao-

dations themsolves offer all the comiorts of
home, Daily rates range from $186 to $1,582
I winter and from $217 to 51,954 in sumimer,

Mast rental properties are cottages or their
accompanying carriage houses, which are
required on every corner lot to anchor each
black, Many homes feature shaded court-
yards, sleeping porches (which are shuttered
to provide privacy but siill allow airflow),
splash pools, fountains and outdoor show-
ers—all meant to encourage residents to
linger outside. Inside, most units boast high
ceilings and professional interior design,

Come next fall, out-of-towners will have
anather lodging option to consider with the
opening of downtown's Hotel Saba, offering
55 puestrooms and sultes,

Alter getting settled, any  visitor’s first
stop In Resemary Beach should be Bamboo
Heach & Bicyele Company to rent an old-
fashioned-style beach cruiser bike—the pre-
ferred means of traversing town for both locals
and tourlsts, Those seeking the town's white-
sane beach need look no further than the nine
north-south boardwalks, which all lead to the
acenn. Sea kayak, Hoble Cat and other beach
rentuls are avallable af Sea Oats Beach Service,
Giuedits can also enjoy four public pools, a ten-
iis efiter and a fitness center, with siate-of-
the-art equipment and regular classes,

Outdoor enthusiasts will relish the chanee
to explore a natural phenomenon that only

Getting There

The nama af this departmant is *Warth
the Trip," and Rosemary Beach is a caso
in point, Thara are aurrently no direct
Hights from South Florida 1a this aros of
the Panhandla, Whathat flying fram Paim
Ranch, Fort Lauderdnals or Miami, vou'll
probably have to connact in Orlanda ar
Atlanta and fly Into Pensacols or Fanama.
City alrports, From thare, it's a twa- or
one-hour drive, respactivaly, Bacauss

of this ncanvanienae, wo recommanc
ataying In Rosemary Baach for o waok 8o
that you'll have sutficiant time 1o unwind,
Plug, you'll gat a discounted rata an your
rantal proparty, Thi new Panama City
airport, expocted to opan in 2010, will
likaaly nccommatate diract flighta from
South Florida,
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