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Rosemary Beach reinvents the beach vacation
by Pauln Felps
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While some areas of Florida have buile their \ . e (e 3 L i
reputation on non-stop activities and sensory : 18 :
averload, Rosemary Beach thrives on serenity, It's
the kind of place where you can unplug and re-

r:h.:tge gt the same tme; a plm: where the streets
AFE o |m|1nul.-um1 with hi.:ju.'lm aniel oot tralTic
than with automobiles, Offering a combination i
ol high-end amenities and narural assets, it has rﬂ) v

become the kind of vacatlon spor that visitors of-

ten aclopt as a second home,

Much of the charm that has been infused into’
Rosemary Beach can be credited o its develop-
ers, but credic also belongs o the natural offerings
stich a8 the white sugar-sand beaches thar sretch
for miles along Flordas gull coast and the abun-
dance of rosemary that grows wild and gave the
LWt it name. Hui!tiiuﬂ upan thiix utopian setting,
developers have carchully crafted a town that has 4

j." " _ Rosemary Beach is mamed for the wild mosemary l,ilnnh
\‘L that are found in abundance thraughout the 11['.'{11,.
I '

th'pﬂ'l of saul that belies it newness.
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The Spirit of Nostalgia

When Rosemary Beach was established — just 13 years ago = its goal
with to revive the clasie notons of community and nelghborhood,
Inspired by other thriving beach towns, town founders embraced the
principles of New Uthanism and traditional neighbarhood develop-
mient, and set aut o create a place where the pace was unhurried and
where nothing was ever more than a fveminute walk away.

As part of the Beaches of South Walton ~ » conglomeration of
individual communiries berween Panama Ciry and Destin - Rose
mary Beach adds its own distinctive pessonality to the mix. Relying
an i blend of architecture that channels the charm of New Orleans,
Chatleston and the West Indles, the homes of Rosemnary Deach are
each unique, yer they carry a debinite sense of community. The natu-
ral colors of the homes = including dune gray, sape green, Eill straw
and terra ot — borrow from the area's lindscape 1o create a suble,
natral feel, Its all pare of the laid-back, bick-to-nanre vibe that
greets visitors the moment they arrive

The 12 different types ol abodes — which range lrom cozy
450-square-foot fats to spacious 6,000-square-foot courtyard homes
= embrice the beach town ambience. Many of these flats, lofts and
COUTRES are available for rental, and since every owner worked with a
select weam o individually design thelr home, each rental experience in
Rosemary Beach b unlque. (Visiors will receive a new luxury ladging
option in 2009, with the apening of the $3-room Hotel Saba.)
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Everything abour this town is unhurried and relaxed, giving
off a near-utopian sense of sancruary, Old-fashioned boardwalks in-
tersect the grid of footpaths, and following any of these boardwalks
will lead visiom to the beach, Along the way, they'll mosr likely dis-
cover either the Western Green or the Eastern Green = two large,
nieticulouisly mantcured green spaces thar serve as sltes for weddings,
social gatherings, community events or just lamilics wanting to play
a few gamies of bocee ball. (Which, by the way, Is prety much the
town’s unofficial sport. It doesn't matter whether or not visiton have
ever played a game before visiting Rosemary Beach; they will most
likely leave with a newfound interest in the game and; quite possibly,
a couple of tricks for knocking our the competition.)

With more than a dozen “pocker parks,” it’s obvious that green
spaces were i prioty [n planning the community, They include the
aptly tamed Playground Park, Fountain Park and Buceerly Park,
which was carefully planted with nadve and non-native plants w
help attract butterflics. Buteerfly Park is hilled with signage w educate
wisitors on the dilferent species, their life cyeles and the valie of pre-
serving their natural habiiat,

Finding Your Happy Place

One of the first stops for most guests ls the Bamboo Bicycle Com-
pany, where they can pick up the most popular mode of mans-
partation the wwn offers, Although easlly accessible by foor, the
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community s designed 1o be user-friendly; bikes (which can be
refited by the day or the week) let vislors explore everything from
the beach tw the wwn center w the scenie 30A bike trail av a pace
significantly faster than one’s feet can travell Families will find tan-
dem bilees, lids" rrailers, wagohs and Emh}r jopgers o fike suie
ihat the whole FANg, stays I.I:IEE't]'iI!'r.

As the town's name im pficn, i hu je draw is, of course, the beach,
Every day, the whire, powdery sand is filled with escapees from the
rait e, whe relish that great escape under one of the glant eighi-foor
urnbrellas available on the beach, Mare active rypes will forego the
hammocks and chairs, and spend their time with a sitfboard, Hoble
Cat or kayak in the clear emerald waters of the gulf,

Those whose idea of relaxation involves mare pool time and
less sand are in luck, o, With four beautifully designed swimming
poels, piiests are never mote than & few minites sway from poalside
telaxation. And to add to the “ihhh" fctor, Solace Day Spa s a full-
service rekisation retreat that offers makeup, hale and salon services
in addition to masage thetapy.

Far the fitness-minded, the Rosemary Beach Racquet Club of-
fers fast-ddry clay rennis counts, while a 2.3-mile finess il offers
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exercise stations for a linle crosemmining, At the Rosemary Beach
Fitness Center, there’s a full range of state-of-the-art workout equip-
et a5 well as Pilaces, yoga and water acrobics clises,

Of eourse, one can never rule out the benefis of retail therapy,
and Rosemary Beach offers some terrific non-toursty options, One
of the hottest xlmpping spots is |lumr|1nr:|.' Beach 'l'r.ul.inl.*, [.'{unp:hr.
which, in nddition o the souvenir Teshirts and post cards, is well
stocked with unique gifis, books and home accessories,

At Dunes, guests can stock up on lsland-themed apparel from
names like Tommy Bahama and Lacoste; ar Tropez theres a more
International Navor with brands ke Dolce and Gabana, Casal of
Sweden and Rayure of Paris. Trendy fashions can also be spoted ar
Beach Bue, which carries Juicy Couture, Miss Me and Paul Frank.
In addition; a host of stores offering toys, designer shoes, handbags
and jewelry, and incerdor designs all offer guests ways to spend more
than Just time.

Great Tastes
"The culsine at Rosemary Beach is mostly casual; for a slightly more
upscale dining experience, explore one of the neighboring com-
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munities = but keep in mind that the dress code in all of these
communities leans toward resore casual, so it's not a bad idea to
leave the heels at home.

"The Summer Kirchen at Rosemary Beach is a houpot for
breakfast and lunch, and at night It becomes Blue By Night
~ and a popular dinner spot. The requlsite Starbucks offers a
place to pick up that morning fuel, and, for those craving a bit
of Talian/Tuscany flavor, Onana serves it up in a casual envi-
ronment overlooking the Western Green, Lighter fire can be
found at Wild Olives, a fanmastic notso-little marke/bakery/
deli that has an impressive stash of rewil gourmet foods along
with its alive bar, salads, breads, meats and cheeses, And checse
et an even biggeer fanfare down the sreet at Conlrryard Wine
and Cheese, where there are also about 50 wines served by the
fglass to pair up with their menu of gourmet cheeses,

More upscale than the average beach vacation experi-
ence, and as relaxlig as 2 glass of merot served on the beach at sun-
set, Rosermary Beach Is a slice of paradise thars easy to access from
[allas; the hard part bs hnding a way leave,

I1f you would like more more information, vislt www.rosemary-
beach.com or call 850-278-2100,
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